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die from privations and hunger, in order to avoid [3] a
more cruel death. It is a blessing for us that a part of
this truly heavy cross is our portion for ourselves; that
we have seen some of our brethren there shedding their
blood and enduring torments, the cause of whick may in-
deed enable them to pass some day for martyrs; that there
is not one of us who may not expect to follow them in the
midst of the burning fires, wherein they have been con-
sumed,; and that now the state of affairs is such that we are
happily compelled to suffer much, and to fear cverything,
in the service of the great Master whose grandeur we
announce in these Barbarous countries. We adore his divine
guidance, over both us and our flock; we bless him for the
past; and we await with love—and, I may say, with
Joy in our hearts— that whick our nature would especially
dread; for it is thus alone that he deserves to be served.
We pray him that his divine will be accomplished [ 4] upon
us, botk in life and in death. Your Reverence will assist
us for this purpose with your prayers, as will all those
who have any love for the conversion of these Peoples.
MY REVEREND FATHER,

From the House of Sainte Marie
among the Hurons, this 1st day
of May, 1649.

Your very humble and obedient

servant in our Lord,
PAUL RAGUENEAU.



